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Following the J apanese attack onf'
Pearl Harbor, 7 December 1941 _the :

engineer av1at10n battahons co

not befo 1]
bases on
placed heavy

Bataan, builtr 8, and repaired

roads and bridges. In the final days,
the battalion fought as mfantry m . a

the front line.

The 802d remained in Alaska for 1

‘the Aleutian campaign, -
. The 808th Engineer Av1at1
~ Battalion—activated in S
11941, March Field, CA

time to prepare for

‘mander, MAJ Elvin Helb g,

808th began operatwns w1th only i

 Engineers construct an airfield in the South Pacific.

_three dump trucks and two tractors.
Thefirst mail was a month late, and

- February pay was delayed. However,
_ local bread and beef were plentiful;
_ and any spare time could be spent

panning for gold.
From February to July, the bat-

. talion built seven air bases in the
- Darwin area and developed a unique

method of clearing the sites by
stretchmg a cable between two

tractors and movmg back and forth

eld uprooting trees.

‘ h‘ GEN Douglas“

Dl
y of Port Moresby

~ These and other bases prov1ded

‘air support to stop the Japanese
attack along the Kokoda Trail, aided
MacArthur’s attack on Buna, and

destroyed anentire Japanese convoy

in the Battle of the Blsmarck Sea.

v San Francisco, the 808th sa

The 808th continued to operaté in
the Southwest Pacific area. At
Fmschhafen, New Guinea—in what
the battalion considered its greatest
accomphs ment—the 808th hacked
an air bas ut of the mlddle of the

ted constructlon of the

: Dulag air base one day after the

area was cleared of Japanese. The
field was ready two days later for

_emergency use by Navy planes
during the Battle of Leyte Gulf.

_ Forty-four months after leaving
dmto“’
Yokohama Harbor a
American occupatm

Japan.

- The battahon—-that had 80 httle

_timeto prepare for war—contributed
_ greatlyto Amenca s success Among

in éarly 1942, the 808th
 Engineer Batta‘lmn helped

(J anuary 1946) 1-8.
‘orces, Pacific, Office of
gineer, Engineersofthe
: st Pacific 1941-1945,
Volume VI Atrﬁelds and Base
Development. ‘
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